
‘Counting Every Child In’ Network Seminar 
 

Time: 9:30 – 16:30, Wednesday 11th Oct, 2017 
Venue: G21, Paterson’s Land, Moray House School of Education 

 
Schedule 

 

9:30 – 10:00 Arrival 

10:00 – 10:10 Opening 

10:10 – 11:00 ‘Teachers as agents of change: Using an inclusive pedagogical approach to 

address educational inequalities’, Lani Florian and Nataša Pantić, 

University of Edinburgh 

11:00 – 11:20 Coffee break 

11:20 – 12:10 ‘Special education reform toward inclusive education: blurring or 

expanding boundaries of special and regular education in China’, Meng 

Deng, Beijing Normal University 

12:10 – 12:40 ‘From listening to action: Promoting disabled children’s inclusion in 

education in China’, Yuchen Wang  

12:40 – 14:00 Lunch 

14:00 – 14:50 ‘Whose voice, who’s listening? A sustainable response to students’ voices 

in education discourse’, Paula Flynn with discussant Michael Shevlin 

14:50 – 15:10 Coffee break 

15:10 – 15:40 ‘Exploring the intersections of violence in childhood, learning outcomes 

and inclusive educational practices: Towards a new conceptual model’, 

Gillean McCluskey  

15:40 – 16:10 ‘The development of inclusive education in primary and secondary schools 

in Beijing’, Ying ma 

‘Friendship experience and power hierarchy in classroom’, Yan Zhu 

‘North Korean refugee students' successes and challenges in alternative 

school settings’, Sujin Yoon 

‘Hidden voices in inclusive education’, Diana Murdoch  

16:10 - 16:30 Reflection and discussion 

 
 



Abstracts and Biographies 

 

Teachers as agents of change: Using an inclusive pedagogical approach to address 

educational inequalities 

 

Lani Florian, University of Edinburgh; Nataša Pantić, University of Edinburgh 

 

Policies worldwide increasingly call for teachers to become ‘agents of change’, often linked 

to social justice agendas. However, there is little clarity about the kind of competence such 

agency involves or how it develops. This presentation draws on theory and research in the 

areas of teacher agency and inclusive pedagogy to clarify the meaning of teachers as agents 

of change for inclusive education and social justice.  The presentation first introduces the 

concept of inclusive pedagogy as an approach with transformative potential to address 

some longstanding educational inequalities such as the chronic underachievement of 

particular groups. In the second part of the presentation we consider the competences 

needed for acting as agents of social justice/inclusion and present new research that 

addresses how can such agency be developed in teacher education. 

 

* Professor Lani Florian is Bell Chair of Education at the University of Edinburgh and Fellow 

of the Academy of Social Sciences (FAcSS). Her influential research on inclusive education 

has led to invitations from around the world to speak, conduct workshops and provide 

technical assistance on inclusive education projects in many countries and to international 

agencies including UNICEF, UNESCO, OECD, Open Society Foundations, and the Council of 

Europe. She is the editor of the Sage Handbook of Special Education (2nd edition), co-author 

of Achievement and Inclusion in Schools and co-editor of Teacher Education for the 

Changing Demographics of Schooling. 

 

* Dr Nataša Pantić is a Chancellor’s Fellow at the Institute for Education, Teaching and 

Leadership of the Moray House School of Education, the University of Edinburgh. She 

studies how teachers’ capacities to act as agents of change for inclusive education manifest 

in their practices, how school and broader policy level factors affect such capacities, and 

how these capacities can be developed in teacher education and professional development 

programmes. Her interests include teacher education and development around educational 

change and school improvement, inclusive education and diversity, values and citizenship. 

She is the co-editor of Teacher Education for the Changing Demographics of Schooling. 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Special education reform toward inclusive education: blurring or expanding boundaries of 
special and regular education in China 

 

Meng Deng, Beijing Normal University 

 

China has developed a three-tier special education service delivery system consisting of an 

array of placement options of special schools, special classes, and learning in regular 

classrooms (LRC) (with the LRC as the major initiative) to serve students with disabilities 

after 1980s. The author found that special education provision in China has been improved 

in scale and quality with the expansion of special schools and LRC programmes both to have 

formed a parallel special education system. The authors argue that the boundaries between 

special and regular education system are enlarged and blurred in different situations. The 

Chinese pragmatic practice of inclusive education shows that special schools should be a 

part of, instead of apart from, inclusive education, and thus should be re-empowered with 

new roles to support and facilitate inclusive education.  

 

* Professor Meng Deng is the Assistant Dean of the Faculty of Education and the Director of 

the Centre for Inclusive Education at Beijing Normal University, China. He is also the Deputy 

Chair of the Chinese Higher Education Society of Special Education. He has been leading or 

participating in many national and international projects, and published widely in 

international and Chinese journals. His research interests include inclusive education, 

disability, community support and service, and research methodology in education. His 

service was recognised in the ‘Excellent Personnel Support Plan of the Ministry of Education’ 

– a top honour in Chinese higher education. 

 

From listening to action: promoting disabled children’s inclusion in education in China 

 

Yuchen Wang, University of Edinburgh 

 

It has been nearly thirty years since China initiated its large-scale mainstreaming of disabled 

children in education. Despite a change of rhetoric in policy, disabled children still tend to 

face marginalisation and exclusion in regular schools. In this presentation, I will first 

introduce an ethnographic research which listened to disabled children’s views about the 

provision in mainstream schools in Shanghai. The research affirmed the implications of pupil 

voice for realising inclusive education. I will also introduce the follow-up project Counting 

Every Child In, which addresses the actions taken after listening. Through engaging groups 

of stakeholders, the project aims to promote the recognition of disabled children’s voices in 

China and transform practice. 

 

* Dr Yuchen Wang is an ESRC Global Challenges Research Fund Postdoctoral Fellow at 

Moray House School of Education, University of Edinburgh. Her research has focused on 

policy and practice of inclusive education, disability and pupil voice. Her recent project 



‘Imagining Inclusive Schooling’ examined the current status of disabled children’s inclusion 

in mainstream schools in Shanghai. To make a difference in children’s lives, she has been 

conducting project ‘Counting Every Child In’, to work with scholars, practitioners, families, 

policy-makers and advocates in China to generate further research impact. 

 

Whose voice, who’s listening? A sustainable response to students’ voices in education 

discourse  

 

Paula Flynn, Dublin City University 

 

This presentation provides an overview of 2 Irish student-voice studies. The first elicited 

perspectives of 35 participants on their experience of school, all of whom had been 

identified as presenting with internalising or externalising behaviours associated with the 

classification of social, emotional and behavioural difficulties (SEBD). Evidence from this 

study suggested a student voice approach to supporting young people is fundamental to the 

development of an inclusive learning environment for the benefit of all students. 

The experience and findings of this research served as a rationale for a larger study 

involving >450 students on the process of developing sustainable structures and responses 

to students’ voices at local and national levels. Theoretical perspectives on ‘children’s rights-

based approaches to participatory research’ (Lundy 2007) and ‘the potential for 

empowerment of young participants to transform their education experience as a 

consequence of such consultative and participative practice’ (Fielding 2004, Flynn 2013) 

were integral to the research design and approach. 

 

* Dr Paula Flynn is a member of the School of Inclusive and Special Education in Dublin City 

University (DCU) Institute of Education. Her research and teaching interests include: 

student/learner voice; children's rights-based methodologies; critical perspectives of 

inclusion and exclusion in education and society; hidden curriculum; power and 

empowerment in education environments; leadership for learning; and relational care in the 

context of education. Paula is the primary investigator on a national study funded by the 

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) which involves a consultative 

process with students at post-primary level in the development of opportunities for 

curricular development. 

 

* Professor Michael Shevlin works at the School of Education at Dublin Trinity College, 

Ireland. He has extensive experience in the field of SEN. His teaching and research has 

focused on facilitating the inclusion of children and young people with special educational 

needs within mainstream schools, promoting the voice of marginalised people within 

decision making processes that affect their lives, and addressing access issues for young 

people with disabilities within compulsory and higher education. Michael has been involved 



in a number of policy making initiatives within Irish education in relation to the 

development of inclusive learning environments in schools and higher education. 

 

Exploring the intersections of violence in childhood, learning outcomes and inclusive 

educational practices: towards a new conceptual model 

 

Gillean McCluskey, University of Edinburgh 

 

A range of socio-ecological factors and structural determinants influence the dynamics of 

violence against children, with particular cultural manifestations shaped by distinct political, 

social and economic histories and inequalities in countries (Parkes, 2015). However, the 

intersections between structural determinants of violence, educational interventions and 

learning outcomes are still too little understood. In July 2016, our Safe and Inclusive Schools 

Network (SISN) team was awarded a grant to develop a new conceptual framework to 

explore these intersections in order to build interdisciplinary understanding of the issues 

and how these could best be addressed in ways that align with UN Sustainable Development 

Goal (SDG) 4 ‘to ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong 

learning opportunities for all’ and SDG target (4a) which refers to the need for ‘safe, non-

violent, inclusive and effective learning environments for all’. The focus of this presentation 

is to share findings on the resulting conceptual framework and how this can help. 

 

* Dr Gillean McCluskey is a Senior Lecture at Moray House School of Education, University of 

Edinburgh, and the Deputy Director of Centre for Research in Education Inclusion & 

Diversity. Her research, teaching and writing has focused on two related fields of 

endeavour: a) restorative practices in education and b) exclusion from school. Her work 

aims to contribute to understanding of the impact of inequalities in education by advancing 

first, our understanding of exclusion from school and, secondly, the role that RP may have 

to play in this. Her own involvement in this area arises out of a professional and academic 

interest in, and concern about, the experiences of children and young people who 

experience exclusion. 

 

Ying ma is a PhD researcher at Faculty of Education, Beijing Normal University. 

Sujin Yoon and Diana Murdoch are PhD researchers at Moray House School of Education, 

University of Edinburgh. 

Yan Zhu is a PhD researcher at School of Social Policy and Politics, University of Edinburgh. 

 

 

 

 


