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Why poverty matters

Poverty influences virtually all life outcomes:

• Health

• Education

• Risk of being a victim of crime, risk of 
becoming a criminal

• Poverty in childhood has lifetime scarring 
impact

Social justice
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Complex causes
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Advising on poverty and inequality: 
key questions 

• Is the priority reducing poverty,  reducing 
inequality, or reducing social class gradient in 
outcomes? Different policy responses for all each

• Eg. Reduce poverty by increasing household 
incomes

• Eg. Reduce inequality by raising taxes at the top

• Eg. Reduce social class gradient by forensic 
attention to educational attainment of poorer 
children and young people
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Significant relationship between multiple disadvantage and poor 
child outcomes



Scotland, what we know so far

• After housing costs, half of working age adults in 
poverty live in working households

• More than half of children in poverty live in a 
household where at least one adult is working;  
poverty more severe in families with 3 or more 
children, and families with younger children

• High risk of poverty (AHC) among those in private 
rented sector. 

• Only group where poverty numbers decline after 
housing costs is pensioners: 15% BHC, 12% AHC
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Life chances of young people

Key challenge is building an evidence base on 
adolescence and young adulthood as robust as our 
evidence base on under fives.

• Physical and mental health needs

• Educational attainment and choices

• Career paths for the non academic young people

• How do we build an economy in Scotland that 
has enough well paying jobs for  upcoming 
generations?
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Life Chances of Young People: 
key areas of analysis

All 16-24 year olds

• Employment (including post 
16 education and training)

• Housing

• Mental health

Lens of additional barriers

• Ethnicity

• Disability

• Teen parents

• Young carers

• Young people leaving care
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What does good look like:  what are reasonable expectations
For young people today?



Key issues from data review

• Young people having difficulty saving for a deposit for home 
ownership

• Staying on with parents or living in PRS, with high rents and 
insecure tenancy

• Likely to be in low quality employment (insecure, zero 
hours contracts, low wage)

• Access to the labour market difficult for some groups, and 
difficult for some geographical areas

• Educational attainment shows strong social class gradient
• Gender segregation in education and training (esp FE)
• Growing mental health problems particularly women, and 

those from poorer areas
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Young People’s employment and qualification rates
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Some groups face higher hurdles

• Some ethnic minorities while achieving good 
qualifications still disadvantaged in labour market

• Young people with disabilities face disadvantage 
in education and training, and in employment 

• Young people leaving care particularly 
disadvantaged in HE, due to prior attainment 
gaps

• Young mothers more affected by depression
• Young carers more affected by depression and 

other mental health difficulties
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What needs to happen; early thoughts

• Systematic engagement between schools and local 
employers on local skills gaps

• Principles of inclusive growth built into regeneration 
investment

• Consideration of how to establish better access to wide 
range of advice needs

• Consideration of social housing including one bedroom 
flats for transition from home

• Consideration of expansion of pre fab construction

• Rigorous enforcement of standards for PRS
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Finally

• How to ensure economic and social goals are 
mutually reinforcing

• How to build greater respect for vocational 
routes, and make both academic and work 
based routes more flexible

• How to make ‘fair work’ a decent housing 
available for young people

13


